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Detailed Action 

Status of Claims: 

Claims 1-4, 9-14, 16-19, 21-26 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claim 17 is amended. 

The objection to the specification is removed in light of applicant's amendment to the 
specification. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments filed in the amendment filed 1 2/20/06, have been fully considered 
but are not persuasive: See Remarks below. 

Applicant's invention as claimed : 

Claim Objections 

Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: It is dependent upon 
itself Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 17-19, 25-26 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 17-19, 25-26 are not limited to tangible 
embodiments. In view of Applicant's disclosure, specification [page 9, second to last paragraph], 
the medium is not limited to tangible embodiments, instead being defined as including both 
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tangible embodiments (e.g., CDROM) and intangible embodiments (e.g., signals, carrier wave 
signals, the internet). As such, the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore 
non-statutory. 

Applicant's amendment does not overcome the rejection. The examiner must use the 
specification to determine the definition of the 'computer readable medium.' The computer 
readable medium is embodied both tangibly and intangible and the intrinsic evidence from the 
specification leaves it open to both, not just the tangible as argued by applicant. Currently under 
the Interim Guidelines (See MPEP starting in 2106) intangible embodiments such as the signals 
and modulated carrier waves are improper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-4, 9-14, 16-19, 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Huffaker et al (June 3, 2000). 

Regarding claim 1, a method of providing information related to one or more networks 
(Huffaker: page 1, Abstract: visualizing network data), the method comprising: 

displaying on a display a plurality of filter criteria, wherein in the plurality of filter 
criteria comprises a selectable list of a plurality of status levels (Huffaker: page 10, Fig. 11; Page 
3; visualization features); 

receiving a user selection of one or more of the plurality of filter criteria, including a 
selection of at least one of said status levels (Huffaker: pages 8-10; visualization features); 

retrieving network device information related to a plurality of network devices in said 
one or more networks which satisfy said criteria (Huffaker: pages 8-10; input data); and 
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creating for display on a single display page a visual representation of said network 
device information (Huffaker: pages 8-10; visualization features), said visual representation 
comprising a first segment which is visually distinguishable from a second network segment by 
indicia (Huffaker: Fig. 1 1 shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and 
connection lines), wherein said visual representation of the first and second network segments 
comprises a plurality of icons representing the plurality of network devices which satisfy said 
filter criteria (Huffaker: pages 8-10; colors, paths, nodes), and wherein said visual representation 
illustrates connectivity of said displayed plurality of network devices and illustrates a first 
connection between the first and second network segments in order to provide a simplified view 
to optimize network resources (Huffaker: Fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein said retrieving network device information 
comprises: 

retrieving network segment information for each of said network devices which satisfy 
said filter criteria (Huffaker: filter to display; limiting display), said network segment 
information defining which of said first or second network segments to which said each of said 
network devices is physically connected (Fig.s 9-11). 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, wherein said creating said visual representation of 
said network device information comprises: 

creating said visual representation based on said retrieved network segment information 
(Huffaker: pages 8-10; input files; page 14). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 3, wherein said network segment information includes 
information related to said first or second segments, and wherein said creating said visual 
representation of said network device information comprises: 

creating said visual representation whereby said visual representation is divided into said 
first or second segments (Huffaker: Fig. 5). 
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Regarding claim 9, the method of claim 1, wherein said retrieving network device information 
further comprises: 

retrieving said network device information from a database (Huffaker: pages 1-2). 

Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 1, wherein said plurality of filter criteria comprises: 
at least one node type (Huffaker: page 3-5; root nodes- non-root nodes). 

Regarding claim 11, the method of claim 10, wherein said plurality of filter criteria includes at 
least one node attribute (Huffaker: page 3-11). 

Regarding claim 12, the method of claim 11, wherein said at least one node attribute comprises 
at least one node status (Huffaker: page 3-11; root or non-root). 

Regarding claim 13, the method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: displaying said visual 
representation (Huffaker: page 1; abstract). 

Regarding claim 21, the method of claim 1, wherein the visual representation further comprises a 
third network which is visually distinguishable from the first and second network segments by 
indicia (Huffaker: Fig. 1 1 shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and 
cormection lines, different clusters connected through paths as seen). 

Regarding claim 22, the method of claim 22, wherein said visual representation of the third 
network segment comprises a plurality of icons representing the plurality of network devices 
which satisfy said selected filter criteria, and wherein said visual representation illustrates 
connectivity of said displayed plurality of network devices and illustrates a second connection 
between the third network segment and either the first or second network segment (Huffaker: 
Fig. 1 1 shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and cormection lines). 
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Regarding claim 14, a network management node cormected to one or more networks (Huffaker: 

page 1, Abstract: visualizing network data), said network management node comprising: 

a plurality of modules stored on a computer readable medium (Huffaker: pages 1-2); and 
a database storing information related to a plurality of network devices in said one or 

more networks (Huffaker; pages 1-2), wherein said plurality of modules are operable to 

display on a display a plurality of filter criteria, wherein in the plurality of filtered criteria 

comprises a selectable list of a plurality of status levels (Huffaker: pages 8-10; visualization 

features), 

receive a user selection of one or more of the plurality of filter criteria, including a 
selection of at least one of said status levels (Huffaker: pages 8-10; visualization features); 

store filter information regarding said selection of filter criteria in the database (Huffaker: 
page 10; stored customized labels; otter storage); 

retrieve network device information based on said information from said database 
(Huffaker: pages 8-10); and 

create a visual representation comprising a first network segment which is visually 
distinguishable fi-om a second network segment by indicia (Huffaker: pages 8-10; Fig. 11), 
wherein said visual representation of the first or second network segments comprises a plurality 
of icons representing the plurality of network devices which satisfy said filter criteria (Huffaker: 
Fig. 1 1 shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and cormection lines), and 
wherein said visual representation illustrates coimectivity of said displayed plurality of network 
devices and illustrates a first cormection between the first and second network segments 
(Huffaker: Fig. 1 1 shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and connection 
lines). 

Regarding claim 16, the network management node of claim 14, further comprising: 

a network interface operable to transmit said visual representation of said network device 
information over the Internet (Huffaker: Fig, 11). 
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Regarding claim 23, the network management node of claim 14, wherein the visual 
representation further comprises a third network which is visually distinguishable from the first 
and second network segments by indicia (Huffaker: Fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 24, the network management node of claim 23, wherein said visual 
representation of the third network segment comprises a plurality of icons representing the 
plurality of network devices which satisfy said selected filter criteria, and wherein said visual 
representation illustrates connectivity of said displayed plurality of network devices and 
illustrates a second connection between the third network segment and either the first or second 
network segment (Huffaker: Fig. 1 1). 

Regarding claim 17, a computer readable medium on which is stored a program, the program 
performing a method for providing information related to one or more networks (Huffaker: page 
1, Abstract: visualizing network data), the method comprising: 

displaying on a display a plurality of filter criteria, wherein in the plurality of filter 
criteria comprises a selectable list of a plurality of status levels (Huffaker: pages 8-11); 

receiving a user selection of one or more of the plurality of filter criteria, including a 
selection of at least one of said status levels (Huffaker: pages 8-11); 

retrieving network device information based on said selected criteria, said network device 
information being related to one or more network devices in said a plurality of networks 
(Huffaker: pages 8-10; input data); and 

creating a visual representation a first network segment which is visually distinguishable 
from a second network segment by indicia (Huffaker: pages 8-10; Fig. 1 1), wherein said visual 
representation of the first and second network segments comprises a plurality of icons 
representing the plurality of network devices which satisfy said filter criteria (Huffaker: Fig. 1 1 
shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and connection lines), and wherein 
said visual representation illustrates connectivity of said displayed plurality of network devices 
and illustrates a first connection between the first and second network segments (Huffaker: Fig. 
1 1 shows a network segments visually distinguishable by space and connection lines). 
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Regarding claim 18, the computer readable medium of claim 17, wherein said plurality of filter 
criteria comprises: at least one node type (Huffaker: page 3-5; root nodes- non-root nodes). 

Regarding claim 19, the computer readable medium of claim 18, wherein said plurality of filter 
criteria comprises: node status, and at least one status level (Huffaker: page 3-5; root nodes- non- 
root nodes). 

Regarding claim 25, the computer readable medium of claim 17, wherein the visual 
representation further comprises a third network which is visually distinguishable from the first 
and second network segments by indicia (Huffaker: Fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 26, the computer readable medium of claim 25, wherein said visual 
representation of the third network segment comprises a plurality of icons representing the 
plurality of network devices which satisfy said selected filter criteria, and wherein said visual 
representation illustrates cormectivity of said displayed plurality of network devices and 
illustrates a second connection between the third network segment and either the first or second 
network segment (Huffaker: Fig. 1 1). 

REMARKS 

Applicant has presented arguments and an amendment in response to the 35 U.S.C. 101 
rejection. The examiner has corrected the 102(b) rejection to a 102(a) rejection and thanks 
applicant for spotting the typographical error. 
The Applicant Argues : 

The Huffaker reference does not teach "displaying on a display a plurality of filter 
criteria, wherein the plurality of filter criteria comprises a selectable list of a plurality of status 
levels." 

In response , the examiner_respectfully submits: 
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The Huffaker reference shows a graphical interface for the user to customize the display 
of the network topography. Figure 1 1 shows several drop-down and selectable menus allowing 
the user to 'customize view, apply tools, or select different color' value statuses to color by for 
instance color by 'metric or threshold.' Page 3: visualization features further enforce the Figure 
1 1 customization by allowing the user to "customize view, coloring by data attribute, and step- 
by-step display of frames." These teachings anticipate the claimed invention. The examiner 
interprets 'filter criteria' as a noun and being the criteria the user can selection to customize the 
display. Applicant seems to be arguing the verb in which filtering out or removing display data. 
The invention displays on a display, a plurality of filter criteria in Fig. 1 1 and the selections 
allow the user to select status levels in which to display by: metric/threshold/root/non- 
root/layout. Applicant is encouraged to future define the 'filter criteria' and 'status levels' in the 
context of the independent claim with more detail to overcome the rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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